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CHEMICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVAT IO~ SYSTEMS. INC. 

Dr. Ernest Regna 
Olief - Solid Waste Branch 
u.s. Environrrental Protection 

Agency - Region II 
Federal Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 10007 

Dear Dr. Regna, 

June 9, 1982 

Niagara Falls Blvd . and Walmore Road 
Niagara Falls, New York 

(716) 731·3281 

Address Correspondence To : 
Post Office Box 619 

Niagara Falls, New York 14302 

Re: R:>nce Hazardous waste Facility 

As a result of our rreeting on May 27, with yourself, r.t:ssrs Bruce Adler, 
Joel Golunbek, and Victor Umpierre, and at the request of Mr. Adler, v.e have 
undertaken oome researdl in order to clarify the following two ( 2) najor 
issues raised at this meeting: 

1. W:ls there ever hazardous waste de!X)sited at the Ponce Municipal 
Iandf ill prior to Nov. 19 , 1~ 0 , and • •• 

2. W:ls the Ponce Municipal Larrlfill a frequently used cEJX)sito.ry 
for industrial and hazardous waste prior to Nov. 19, 1~ 0. 

The attached information, assembled during the past two (2) weeks, 
clearly indicates that this landfill was indeed an active industrial and 
hazarcbus waste diS!X)sal facil i ty, receiving from t.irre to tirre various 
wastes fran a wide range of industrial generators prior to the Nov. 19, 
198 0 date, thereby sup!X)rting the foundation for "pre-existing" operations 
an::l therefore, adding validity to the condition of "interim status", 
as has alrea:ly been statutorily confe~to thfs- facih.ty ··unaer- lfCAA. 

In addition to a number of individual waste hauling an::l dis!X)sal 
finns, sorre of the industrial users of the Ponce Municipal Landfill are 
Hydrocarbon Recovery System, Inc., Qrrotex Borin]uen, National Packing, 
Corco, Oxochern, Puerto Rico Olefins, and !RASA. Sane of the types of 
wastes deposited here include :industrial waste water treatnent sludges, 
FCB contaminated oils, chlorinated hydrocarbon sludges, spent caustic, 
asbestos, and heavy metal plat:ing wastes. This information was gathered 
fran records naintained at the offices of the Envirom1e!1tal ().lality Board 
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as ~11 as at the Municipality of Ponce and the detail is read~ly availaJ;>le if you so desire. Also, it is our understandin:J that the. E<J3 1.s assembl~g additional infonnation that will te forwarded to }'Our off1ce as soon as 1t 
is compiled. 

As :YOU know, CECCS International has l:een v.orking for Tn?r~ than. sixteen ( 16) rronths with EPA Region II, the Ea:m~c Developrent A~str~t1on of Puerto Rico and the Environrrental Q.lal1ty Board of Puerto Rico m an attenpt to initiate the develop!lEnt of a Hazardous waste Managerrent Facility for the canrronweal th. In doing so, ~ have attempted to take crlvantage of an existin:J situation within the Municipality of R:>nce in order to qualify for "existing facility status", both locally and federally, within the guidelines of present regulations, in o~ to provide f<;>r the a:railabi~i~y of a professionally rranaged TSD as expecht1ously as possible, wtule avoidmg the uncertainties and delays that ~ all recognize as bein:J associate:] with the filing for ~rmits for a "new" site. W:! wish to emphasize that it always has l::een, and will continue to be, our desire to work only within the frarrework and guidelines of the RCRA and EQB regulations in order to accomplish this <pal, and the close working relationship be~ your office and CECCS seerred to have teen rroving us jointly towards this <pal. However, recent interpretations and opinions of ferro by rreml:::ers of the legal staff of Region II seem to irrlicate a slanting or biasing of their views away from this perceive:] goal of providin:J this much-needed facility as quickly as is reasonably p:>ssible under the applicable rules cpverning existing facilities. 

~ are highlighting this issue at this time l:ecause with the many frustrations encountered thus far, an:1 the time, effort and roney that CECDS has I_:Ut forth, ~ had hoped that the econanic incentive of the availability of this facility in the ve:ry for eseeable future would remain. HCMever, these recently stated cpinions, seem to indicate that this incentive is in jeopardy, and as you know, this has l::een the drivi.n;r force tehind our pursuit of the developrrent of this site. As indicated many times, we fully understand an:1 are quite willing to accept the resp:>nsibilities and re:juirezrents associated with the extensive upgrading that will te necessa:ry at the R:>nce site as long as this incentive r emains. However, if it tecares evident that the issue of interim status is ot <ping to be resolvable, then the attractiveness of the R:mce site will obviously te diminished, and our interests may be better served by directing our efforts towards the developrrent of a new facility at sare other location in the Canrronwealth. 

en the other-hand I if EPA Region II is indeed pre-disp:>sed to providing for professional hazardous waste rnanagerrent as quickly as possible for Puerto 
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Rico, as had teen presurred, and thus rules f~orabl y on thi3~§ille '?.~ _ i!lt.~:rirn 
status, then CECXS is fully prep:rrerl to move forward with the prelirninacy 
hydrogeological and engineering ~rk that will re necessacy for the upgrad
ing and developrrent of the Ebnce Municipal I.andf ill. We are hop:ful that the 
infonnation provided herein is useful in ~t~a.,tion, and that your 
office will advise us as s::x:m as p:>ssible as to your final decision on this 
very critical issue. 

I remain, 

JFL:agb 

Attachnents 

cc: Bruce Adler 
~ Joel Gol tliTl1::Ek 

:L7/Z{)~ 
~~~!. IaD.le 

Vice President 

Victor Umpierre - Economic Development 
Administration of Puerto Rico 

Joselyn Tonros Vega - M3.yor , Municipality of Et>nce 
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WASTES DISPOSED IN THE PONCE MUN CIPAL LANDFILL BEFORE NOV. 19, 1980 

Industry 
Name 

National Packing 

Barco Leslie B. 

PRASA 

COR CO 

National Packing 

National Packing 

Oxochem 
Penuelas 

R.R. Olefins 
Penuelas 

Type of Waste uantity 

Sludge 37,500 gl/week 

Caustic Soda 500 drums 

Wastewater 
Treatment 
Sludge 

Hydrocarbon 
Sludge 

PCB contamin
ated oil from 
a Spill 

Spent wastes 
with PCB 
traces 

Carbon & 
Hydrocarbon 
Wastes 

Spent 
Caustic 

(5 gallons ea.) 

9,000 cu yd/yr 

10 drums 

2,080 cu yd/yr 

20,800 cu dr/yr 

Date Authorized By 
EQB For Disposal 

not specified 

Not authorized by EQB 
Disposed on Feb. 11, 12 
1978 

August 3, 1977 
At present, they notified 
as hazardous wastes 
generators 

* - not specified 

May 2' 1978 

February 14, 1979 

* 

not specified 

*Data obtained from the Industrial Waste Survey performed by EQB from 1978 
through 1980. 
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EMPRESAS PRIVADAS 

1- Rodriguez Waste Disposal, Inc. 
Sr. Marcelino Rodriguez 
Ext. Dr. Pila - Bloq. 9 Apto,. 134 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 844-2652 

2- Empresas vasallo 
Apdo. 7256 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 844-8080 
(El Tuque) 

3- Ponce Waste Disposal 
Sta. Maria Shopping Center 
Sr. Erasmo Santos 
Tel. 843-5145 - 843-7855 
(Control de Desperdicios) 

4- Empresas Fibras 6 Cer~micas 
Sr. carlos J. Filippeti 
Bo. El Tuque Km. 25.7 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 843-0195 

5- Empresas Metro Waste Disposal 
Box 3432 
Valle Arriba Heights Station 
Carolina, Puerto Rico 00630 
Tel. 752-1350 - 752-1362 

(esta compania le d~ serv~c~os 

~ Empresas Calzadilla 
Calle Alambra #175 
Urb. Pi;ero 
Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00917 
Tel. 753-0733 - 753-0933 

7- Empresas Tito Castro 
P.O.·Box 589 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-8300 

al hospital de Damas, Clinica 
Dr. Pila y a las Tiendas Barker§) 
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· e~ Construcciones Carro 
Box 508 
Cotto Laurel, Puerto Rico · 00644 
Tel. 844- 2070 

9- Universidad cat6lica 
Sr. Francisco carreras - Pr es. 
Estaci6n 6 
Edificio Administraci6n 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 844-4150 

10- Rexach Construction - Ponce 
Tel. 842-7281 

Rexach Construction - Guaynabo 
Tel. 782-0760 
P.O. Box 2528 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936 

11- Ind. Aireko 
Urb. Industrial 
Sector El Tuque - B-24 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 844-4001 

12- Puerto Rican Cement 
Box 1349 - Tel. 842-3000 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 

13- Polar Heavy Equipment 
Carr. Ponce a P~uelas #22 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 843-6298 

14- Israel Mercado 

15-

Ezt. Salazar, calle 4 # I-7 
Cuatro C8lles 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-1789 

Ponce Candy 
P.O. Box. 1749 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 843-0404 - 0303 

00731 
- 0146 - 0088 





16- Carlos Arnstrong 
Box 217 
Playa, Ponce, Puerto Rico ()0731 
Tel. 844-1212 

17- Track Service 
P.O. Box 7480 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 843-1815 

18- Ferre Development 
(P.R. Iron Work) Sta. Ivonne Del Toro - Contable 
Box 1589 
Playa, Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-0000 

19- Food Meat, Branch 
Box 189 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 842-2136 

20- Industria Automotriz 
Box 1667 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 843-2765 

21- Venegas Construction 
Edificio Marveza 
Frente a la Rambla 
Tel. 842-4050 

22- Saint Register Paper 
P.O. Box 247 

00731 

00731 

Playa, Ponce, P.R. 00731 
Tel. 842-2210 

23- Velez & Barnecet co. 
Box 7817 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 842-8371 

24- Hnos • . Golderos 
Bo. Sabanetas #39 

00731 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
'l'el. 844-8136 
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25- Sr. Edwin Loubriel - Contratista. 

P.O. Box 7759 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 

Tel. 842-5333 

26- National Packing 
P.O. Box 186 - tel. 844-1180 

Playa Station,. Ponce, Puerto 

27- Durotex Borinquen 
Apdo. 372 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 

Tel. 842-3340 

28- Hnos. Santiago 
4 Box. 7382 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-2112 

29- Rosado's Bags & Metals Co. 
Calle Villa #251 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-2379 

30- Paz Industrial Sale, Inc. 
Box. 6654 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 843-3900 - 843-3300 

31- Island Supplies 
Firm Deli very 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 836-1122 

32- Delgado Trucking 
Box 7466 

00731 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-2315·- 842-4251 

33- Jacobs Construction 
P.O. Box 7024 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 0073 
Tel. 843-2826 

Rico 00731 
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34- C~ceres Johnson Corp. 
Box 7460 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 844-1360 

35- Academia Cristo Rey 
Urb. La Rambla 
Calle . AC-#5 

00731 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 843-0766 

36- Fabrica de Muebles 
Prop. Sr. Hato Cardona 
Box 191 
Playa Station, Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-9123 

37- Caribbean School 
Urb. La Rambla 
Calle 9, Ponce, P.R. 00731 
Tel. 843-2048 

38~ Sr. Felix A. Torres 
Contratista 
Box 7814 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Tel. 842-1093 

39~ Recaping Center 
Cuatro Calles #55 

00731 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 00731 
Tel. 842-0377 
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SUPPLEMENTAL LIST 

Doris Golderos, 
Directora de Rentas Publicas 

Arblas Industrial Supplies, Inc. 1/22/80 

Signed by: Jose E. Rodriguez Morales 
Director Empresas M nicipales 
y Desarrollo Econ6mico 

Hnos. Santiago Trucking 

Hydrocarbon Recovery System Inc. 

Indeco Housing Corp. Serie #005031 
[Recibo de Pago] 

Jacobs Construction 

Sr. Jose M. Zayas Ortiz [JERM 

Kinsel Lease, Inc. [JERM] 

Sr. Luis "A. Rivera Rivera [JERM] 

Metro Waste Disposal, Inc. [JERM] 

1/22/80 

9/25/79 

4/15/80 

4/11/80 

1/22/80 

4/ll/80 
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